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Loving, and truly Beloved Friends, 
THE 


PARISHIONERS 


O F 
All Saints Barking, LONDON. 


GENTLEMEN, 
T is at your preſſing Requeſt that 

|| this Sermon comes abroad m Prant, ; 
A and a pure Anſwermg of that on my = 
Part. Indeed you have a Claim of Right | 
upon me, that it ſhould be yours after what 
manner you pleaſe, which, as in my Rela- 
tin to you I muſt acknowledge, I am there- 
fore obliged to comply with, let the Incon- 1 
venzence be what it will to my ſelf. I know _— 
the good Intent in ſome of you, | to whom þ 
the preſent Advantages of our Houle of 
Prayer, or our Parochial Church, zn the 
ordinary Stile, are maſtly owing | and what 
influenced your Deſires of having this 4 

WO, 8 ich, 


. 
" — - 3 


The PREFACE. 


lick , that you favourably judged it mi bt 
be a means to mcite People to ſome ſpe- 


cial Duties, which mſeparably follow the 


| Love of God, and of his Solemn Service, 


and which can never be refuſed where 
that is the Principle in the Heart. 
And that this Diſcourſe, and my whole 
Miniſtry among you, which, by the Grace 
of God, ſhall ever be diſcharged with my 
beſt Endeavours, and ſincereſt Affections 
towards you, may have their Effects in 
you, and in my ſelf, to true Chriſtian At- 
tamments, and Holmeſs m all Rel, pects, 
and ſo to render us at laſt, in the Apo- 


file's Phraſe, meet, or fit to be Partakers 
of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 


and Study of 
Your Hearty Well-wiſher, 


Pall ever be the Prayer, and Bufmeſs, 


And Friend, and Servant, 


In Chriſt Jeſus, 


J. GaSxARTH. 


(1) 


Is Arian Ix. 13. 


The Glory of Lebanon ſball come unto thee, 
the Fir-tree, the Pme-tree, and the Box 


together, to beautzfie the Place of my 


Sanctuary, and I will make the Place 
of my Feet glorious. 


4 HIS Chapter plainly referrs to Goſpel-Times, 
as the great, and radient Light it declares 
that ſhould riſe upon the World, which, muſt 
not be Interpreted with regard to Natural 

Things, the Outward and Senſible Luminaries of the 
World, that are ſtill the ſame, and ſhine forth after a 
like manner; but in a Spiritual Senſe concerning the 
Larger, and farther Diſplays of Divine Truths reſerved 
for this Opportunity in the Counſels of Providence, 
and to be afforded then; I ſay this Chapter plainly re- 
ferrs to Goſpel Times, as the great, and radient Light 
it declares, rightly underſtood in its juſt Notion muſt 
convince us; viz. That 'tis a Prophecy of the Evan- 
gelical State, and Doctrines, which Holy Doctrines, 
beſides ſeveral of the Natural Offspring of Abraham, 

(thole his more Genuine Children of his Faith, endued 
with his Probity to receive a moſt evident Revelation 
of God,) many other Nations ſhould embrace, and 
profeſs, as not only is Literally faid, Yer. 3. and 
again that the Forces of the Gentiles ſhall come unto thee; 
that is, unite themſelves to the Chriſtian Church, or 
become Members thereof, but is after a Figure more 


emphatically denoted by the abundance of the Sea that 
B ſhould 
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ſhould be converted, which always ſignifies inthe Lan- 
guage of the Prophets, Number, and Multitude, Ver. 5, 
II. the bleſſed Event, and Accompliſhment, whereof 
we now both happily See, and Enjoy, fo that 'tis not 
to be queſtioned but that the Words of the Text in 
this Coherence, have theri Relation to our own Times. 

Indeed it muſt be confeſſed that according to an Al- 
lJegorical Acception, that fo runs through the greateſt 
Part of the whole Scriptures, and is molt obſervable 
in this Prophet, they may be explained of the Living 
Church here on Earth, which Earth in its full Ampli— 
tude, and diſtinctly from Heaven that is ſtiled God's 
Throne, is frequently. called his Footſtool, Iſa. vi. r. 
and theſe Holy Perſons, whether of difterent Degrees, 


or Natural Tempers, thus repreſented firſt expreſly, 


Kings, Gentiles, coming, over in vaſt Throngs to the 
Pure Worſhip or Service of God, and then by the Me- 
taphor of divers Trees; Theſe Holy Perſons are his 
True Temples, in whom he dwells after the moſt ap- 
propriate Manner, to whom he is united in the freeſt 
Communion of himſelf, or his Graces, with whom, 
even as the Apoſtle tells us, he is one Spirit, 1 Cor. 
Vi. 17.) Yet the Words O7P? likewiſe may be taken 
for material Sanctuaries, as may be inferred from the 
great Riches, which are no ways requiſite to make 
good Chriſtians, from the Abundance ot Gold, and the 
peculiar Stores for building the moſt efteemed Timber, 
that thoſe many Converts were to bring along with 
them to this Holy Society, the Place thus ſtill main- 
raining its Truths in the Letter, and in the Figure; 
and as likewiſe this common vulgar Acception as wel! 
as the former, has the Authority of St. Ferom tor it, 
with other Commentators, and is alſo confirmed by 
the Practice of the whole Chriſtian World, who ever 

mY | thought 
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thought themſelves obliged as they were able, to erect, 
and dedicate ſumptuous Structures to the Honour of 
God, which muſt be reckoned a bounden Duty, if 
either the owning his Propriety in all things, and our ſo- 
lemn Gratitude, or our Publick Worſhip of him be ſo. 
Now in this Senſe I ſhall Diſcourte of the Text, 
Firſt Explaining the Principal Words, or Terms thereot 
by other Places of Sacred Scripture, which, tho' not 
ſo anſwering my prelent Purpoſe, yet muſt have its 
Ule, as 'twill not only more aſcertain, but fix upon us, 
the Notion, and Sentiment of theſe Things, that fo 
often occurr in the Inſpired Books. the Place of 
God's Sanctuary, or the Place of his Feet, which he 
here declares ſhould be beautified, and made glorious, 
mean the ſame thing, viz. Holy Oratories, or Houſes 
conſecrate to God, and his Worſhip. The Reference is 
plain to the Tabernacle, and Temple, both according 
to his own Appointment, and the Pattern repreſented 
to Moſes in the Mount, Exod. xxv. 40. — each of 
theſe, Mabernacleſ, and Temple, being ſo much the 
ſame, the Latter ſo copying forth the former, tho” of 
richer Materials, had ſeveral Diſtinctions, the Court of 
the People, a peculiar Diviſion or Apartment for the 
Prieſts, where they offered their Sacrifices, which the 
People might not enter, and beyond that another Re- 
cels, ſolely reſerved, and ſeparate to God, which none 
was to have Admiſſion into, but the High-Prieſt alone, 
but once a Year neither, when he made the general 
Expiation or Atonement ; (Not now to carry theſe 
Shadows to their Subſtance in our Saviour Chriſt, what 
was really accompliſhed in him, and by him) in this 
inmoſt Oracle, or Holy of Holies, were the Ark ot the 
Teſtimony, the Mercy-Seat, covering that, and Two 
Cherubins, which were Images after the Pourtraicture 
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of a Man ſtanding on each End of the Mercy-Seat, 
with-Two- of their Wings meeting aloſt over it, and 
the other Two extended along on the Wall, having their 
Faces towards. one another, and as 'twere looking down 
to the Mercy-Seat— Whence, as God is faid to be pre- 
ſent eſpecially, and reſide here, very frequently to dwe/, 
and ſometimes to fit between the Cherubins, Pal. xcix. 1. 
to ſpeak explicitly, and according to ſenſible, and hu- 
mane Reſemblance, (in which, God our Saviour, who 
was particularly in the Oeconomy of the Divine Per- 
ſons, the God of 7ſrael, often appeared to that People,) 
as a Document and Preſage of his Future Incarnation, 
the Mercy-Seat having the Name of the Propitiatory, 
might have been ſtiled his Footftool, and the Wings of 
the Cherubins meeting together above that, called his 
Seat. God tiles one of theſe his Throne, and the other 
the Place of the Soles of his Feet, where he would dwell 
in the midſt of the Children of Iſrael for ever, Ezek. 
Xliii. 7. Tis directed to this inward Receſs, what Da- 
vid ſays with reſpect to himſelf, even when he was 
in God's Houſe, that with an awtul Fear he would worſhip 
towards his Holy Temple, Pal. v. 7. And what he ex- 
horts others to do likewiſe, Exalt ye the Lord our God, 
and worſhip at bis Footſtool, for he is holy, (Plal. xcix. 5.) 
And again engaging, and promiſing tor his People, we 
will go inte his Tabernacle, we will worſhip at his Foot- 
ſtool, Plal. cxxxit, 7. | 
Now the Advantages of this Publick Devotion, or 
Addreſfing God here, what they were, what particu- 
larly explained his Schechina, his Dwelling, who is om- 
nipreſent, in this Place, which muſt be carried to all 
all others ſet apart to him, and his ſolemn Service, 
what ſpecial Acts this denoted on his Side, what Bene- 
fits he then did and ſtill bequeaths to Mankind, thus 


appro- 
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appropriately aſſembled betore him, that we may have 
a full Satisfaction in a matter that ſo concerns us, he 
himſelf acquaints us (beſides what old Jacob tells us, 
1 Gen. xxvlii. 12, Sc. that the Throngeſt Miniſtry 
of Angels is here,) In all Places where I record my Name, 
I will come unto thee, and I will bleſs thee, Exod. xx. 24. 
whence the Tabernacle is called the Tabernacle of 
Meeting, viz. God's Meeting the People there, (de- 
voutly attending him) on this Account of his Bleſſing 
them, as he himſelf very frequently interprets that 
Phraſe "ya v8 Exod. xxix. 42. XXX. 6, 36. Numb. 


xVii. 4. by repeating the ſame Word as to its Original 
in its Formation in Nybal, qyj3 (then ſignifying Conve- 


wire, Congregari, Scil. Statuo Loco, et Tempore, ) at the 
Door of the Tabernacle, where 7 will meet you, or meet 
with you. Which his Meeting them at the Tabernable 
was ſo often ſymbolically demonſtrated, or in a viſible 


Repreſentation, by a Cloud, and Fire deſcending upon - 


it, Exod. xl. 34. The ſeveral Particulars of his Blel- 


ſing People Convened, or Congregated in Conſecrate 


Places to Meet him, and for his Meeting them, he ex- 
preſſes, and declares to Solomon, that whatever Di- 


ſtreſſes they ſhould be under, they Addreſſing him 
there in a true Contrition, and Humbling of themſelves, }.. 


be would pardon their Sins, and hear their Prayers, that 
muſt be underſtood, as to the proper Requeſts of their 


Prayers, and what would be really for their Benefit, 
2 Chron, vii. 12, 13, 14, 15, 16. which Bleſſings thus 


engaged to this his Sanctuary in more plenteous Mea: 


lures, muſt be referred, as I ſaid before to all other his 


Houſes Dedicate to him, where People jointly reſort to 
worſhip him, as is implyed in that Prophecy of Malachz; 


Ch. i. 11. That at length ſuch Houſes ſhould be thro: 
the whole World, from the riſing: of the Sum even unto the 
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going down of the ſame, my Name ſhall be great among the 
Gentiles, and in every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered unto 
my Name, and a pure Offering: for my Name ſhall be 
great among the heathen, faith the Lord of Flojts. —. 
Thus then the Text being brought down to Golpe]- 
Times, and to us Chriſtians, to whom it evidently be- 
longs, with the Divine Intercourſe, and Bleſlings that 
were afforded after a freer Manner in the Fewiſh Tem- 
ple to the Devout Addreſſers there; it having this 
Reference both to the Thing it ſets forth, and the Be- 
nefits following, or attending thereon, plainly ee 
this Propoſition, That Beauteous Sanctuaries, or Places 
of Worſhip, adorned with all the Advantages of the 
Creation, Things not only of the higheſt Value in the 
Eſteem of Men, but of the fineſt Compoſition, and 
moſt excellent in their own kind, that ſuch ſo adorncd 
ſhould be then erected, or that Chriſtians ſhould erect, 
and Dedicate ſuch, the Prophecy carrying the Force 
of a Command 'tis the fame Thing that God declared 
he would do, Ver. 7. as he acts in, and by Men, thro 
the Influences of his Spirit upon them, vix. incite them 
in the Days of the Meſſias to ſuch publick Expreſlions 
of their Honour of him, and fo indeed perform them 
himſelf. I will glorifie the houſe of my Glory. Now 
this being the Doctrine of the Text, that we ſee was 
delivered with Regard to Chriſtians, I ſhall Diſcourle 
of it in this Method, and on theſe Heads. 

And as it is an unqueſtionable Principle, that we 
ought to expreſs our Thankfulneſs to God after a ge- 
neral Manner, with reſpect to whatever Bounties or 
Donatives we have from him, our Eſtates, our Strength, 
our Bodily Faculties, as well as of our Minds, return- 
ing all theſe back upon him, and humbly devoting them 


to his Service, which is imploying them as we ſhould, 
an 


i 
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and to our beſt Advantage; and that likewiſe we muſt 
Honour and Reverence him by outward and viſible In- 
ſtances, or Acts, that will ever follow ſincere and juſt 
Affections towards him in our Hearts. This being in 
general laid down, I ſhall 

Firſt, Obſerve the great Expediency of our comply- 
ing with this Doctrine of the Text, nay the ſtrict and 
indiſpenſible Obligation of Juſtice that lies upon us to 
this purpoſe. 

Secondly, I ſhall ſet forth the Benefits, or Advan- 
tages redounding from it to our ſelves. 

Thirdly, I fhall confirm all this from Scripture, 
God's own expreſs Command, and Direction in this 
Behalf. And 

Fourthly, Anſwer what Objections may poſſibly be 
brought againſt all this. 

Firſt then, To obſerve the great Expediency of our 
complying with this Prophetick Doctrine, and Precept, 
viz, That we ſhould bZeaut iffe God's Sanctuaries, or Tem- 
ples, and make the Place of his Feet glortous, nay, the 
Juſtice that lies on us to do fo. 

And if we conſider God, and our ſelves, that he be- 
ing an all. perfect, all-ſufficient Nature, and poſſeſſing 
2 (table Happineſs in himſelf in the utmoſt Degree, 
which, no Being, that muſt of Neceflity be made by 
him, could give the leaſt Acceſſion to, and therefore 
ſolely from his infinite Goodneſs to render us happy in 
2 like Bliſs, and Partnerſhip with him, created Man 
after his own Image, of a Spiritual Subſtance, indued 
with the Faculties of Intellect, and Will, the Firſt of 
a Largeneſs to comprehend every Truth or Work of 
God, while thro' a right Application of the Second, 
vis, his Liberty, he retained his Diſpoſition to receive, 
and partake of the Divine Light, and behold things in 

it, 
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it, while he chuſed his Enjoyments with God, and fo in 
the Frame, and Tendency of his Mind was capable of 
thoſe pureſt, thoſe higheſt Pleaſures, God's, as it were, 
both Knowledge, and Joys communicated. to him ;— 
If we thus conſider God, and then our ſelves, how we 
are ſhamefully turned from him, and have ſet our AfF- 
fetions on Creature-Vanities, Delights, or. Entertain- 
ments taken in thro' our Senſes, which as they are in- 
dulged even fink us down into the Species below us, 
degrade us from our kind; how his Heavenly Beams, 
our Communion with him, | becauſe of our horribly 
depraved Temper are ſtopt, and intercepted, we to 
ignorant, we in ſuch Darkneſs, where a clear Percep- 
tion moſt concern us; that we are in this miſerable 
fallen State, under the diſmal Fates that muſt attend 
Sinners, that belong to thoſe that have forſaken God, 
and further to inhance our Guilt, and Condemnation, 
nevertheleſs that we happily reſerved for ſuch Benefits, 
enjoy the Advantage of our Blefled Saviour's coming 
in our Fleſh, which ſo many Prophets, nay even Kings have 
wiſhed for in vain, Luke x. 24. and the actual Accom- 
pliſhment of whatever could be done, beſides what 
muſt be our own Performance, towards our Recovery, 
he having both fully paid our Ranſom, and propoled 
the Means, nay copied them in himſelf, by which this 
Recovery muſt be compleated on our Part, and plainly 
informed us of an After- ſtate in different Allotments of 

Bliſs, or Miſery to enforce the Obſervance upon us; 
After both theſe ways, Precept, and Example, With 
the moſt efficacious, prevailing Motive ſet betore us, 
having chalked our our Behaviour, what we mult of 
Necellity do, if we would be ſaved, leſt our Blindnels 
ſhould not diſcern it ; And as the Recompence of his 
bitter Sufferings, that were wholly meritorious, not 


being 
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being undergone on his own Account, and fo deſerving of 
36d's greateſt Favours to be diſpenſed where he pleated, 
having alſo beſtowed his Bleſſed Spirit in this Opportu- 
nity to afford us a Demonſtration whoſe Purchaſe this 
was. more plenteouſly on the World called by his Name, 
thro' which Advantages we ſhould have arrived at a 
truly Chriſtian, more eminent Holineſs; yet we have 
ſnamefully gone on to reſiſt, and defeat all his Love, all 
his Labour, all the Light, all the Strength, he procu- 
red for us, and bequeathed to us, of his Doctrine, and 
of the Holy Advocate he left behind him to tranta& in 
our Souls. We havernot ſubmitted our Wills, and our 
Deſires to his Pattern, and Conduct, but (till obſtinate- 
ly followed our evil Propenſions inſtead of his Evange- 
lical Rules, and Counſels ; It we conſider all this 
on God's Part, and ours likewiſe, and that ſtill we have 
the Privilege of Repentance allowed us, and Freedom to 
Addreſs our offended Creator thro this great Interceſſor, 
his Beloved Son, for the more Liberal Supplies of his 
Spirit to this Purpoſe ; as we have ſuch a Gratitude to 
anſwer towards God, and ſuch an infinite Concern, on 
the Account of our Sins to ſupplicate his Pardon, and 
becauſe of our Frailties that our Sins have made, to re- 
queſt the continual Communications of his Grace ; as 
we are ſo obliged conſtantly to offer up our Praiſes, and 
our Prayers, which may be beſt done with the juſt Fer- 
vour that is proper thereto, in publick Aſſemblies, a- 
mong the mutual Excitements of one another, we muſt 
conclude that tis highly requiſite, that tis indiſpenſably 
incumbent upon us, that we ſhould erect appropriate 
Houles for this Service, an united Worſhip being both 
a more ſolemn owning of God, and of more Efficacy on 
our Behalf, not only that it more invigorates our De- 
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in us for Communion with God, and participating from 
him, but as he has declared, he wilt be eſpecially pre- 
ſent there, in his Heavenly Bleſſings, Exod. xx. 24. 
From theſe Premiſes we muſt thus conclude, and that 
alſo tis requiſite, becauſe of the great Tranſcendency of 
his Being, and his infinite Beneficence, his manifold 
Bounties, whoſe Graces in us, whoſe Bequeſts without 
us are all that we either are, or have, and whoſe inward 
Strivings, or Gifts of his Spirit thro' our Lord's Media- 
ation, he ſtill continues to us, notwithſtanding our Sins, 
that ſo oppoſe them; I ſay becauſe of the great Tran!- 
cendency of his Being, and his infinite Beneficence, we 
muſt think it requiſite that we ſhould erect ſuch Stru- 
ctures to him, wherein we may ſerve him as the Apo- 
ſtle adviſes, Heb. xii. 28. with Reverence, and Godly 
Fear, fo ſtately in their Form, ſo rich in their Materials 
conſiſting of the moſt precious Parts of Nature within 
our Acqueſt, ſo auguſt, and fo reſplendent, of ſuch 
beauteous Symmetry, fo awſully folemn, ſuch a Ma- 
ſter-piece of the utmoſt Skill that Men have attained, 
or God has beſtowed on them, ſuch ſumptuous Palaces 
for the Great King, as may ſomewhat expreſs to our 
Senſes, and our Fancies, or to our Minds by their 
Means, his Sovereign Majeſty, whom we adore, and 
that we referr whatever we poſſeſs to him, and love no- 
thing in Compariſon of him, permit no Object to ſhare 
our Hearts with him, but conſecrate all his Gifts we 
have, whether within us, or without us, to his Glory, 
this we mult reckon upon due Notices of God, and our 
ſelves, very requiſite, a manifeſt Duty. 

And ſuch was the Sentiment of Holy David concert- 
ing the juſt and proper Grandeur of Places dedicate to 
Almighty God, or ſet apart to his Service. For thus 
he ſpeaks with reſpect to the Temple which Solomon _= 
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Son was to build, the work is great, for the Palace is not 
for Man, but for the Lord God, x Chron. xxix. 1. as he had 
declared before, Chap. xxii. 5. the Houſe that is to be builded 
for the Lord muſt be exceeding magnifical. And he thought 
it a Treſpaſs on the plaineſt Equity, an undecent, and un- 
juſt thing, that even a King ſhould have a nobler Edifice 
for his Uſe, or State, than God had for his Publick Wor- 
ſhip, and his Intercourſe with Men. Thus then he be- 
ſpeaks the Prophet Nathan, Lo I dwell in an houſe of Cedar, 

ut the ark of the Covenant of the Lord remaineth under Cur- 
tains, 2 Sam. Vii. 2. 1 Chron. xvii. 1. and therefore he was 
reſolved with the Approbation of that Prophet to build a 
great, and ſumptuous Temple for that Sacred Symbol of the 
Divine Preſence, or to be God's Dwelling Place among 


that People. Bur thoſe Two eminently Inſpired Men, Na- 


than and David, only dictated from their own religious 
Temper and Affections, and not from the Spirit, for God 
countermanded them, as we are told. However he ſo ac- 
cepted this pious Intent, that on the Account thereof, he 
was pleaſed to engage a Long Succeſſion of Temporal 
Bleſſings, not only to this devout Prince himſelf, but to 
his Ottspring after him. 

And this may juſtly reprove thoſe Perſons, whether 
Kings, or others, who have Manſions of their own, far 
more coſtly, and better adorned, than the Churches are, 
to which they belong; as ſuch inferiour, ſuch mean Houles 
dedicate to God, and for our greateſt Benefit of his Pub- 
lick Worſhip, very often joyned by the lofty Roofs of 
lome ſtiled Gentleman, rhat the Diſparity, and the Re- 
proach may appear the greater, we may commonly obſerve 
in this our ſo boaſtedly reformed Nation, more commonly 
| am afraid than in any other, where Chriſtianity is the 
profeſſed Faith, and Religion. The Meanneſs and Rudeneſs 
of which whole Fabricks, the * Utenſils for the _ 
| 2 arts 
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Parts of Divine Service, and the even ſordid, and neglected 


Furniture quite throughout, would by no means be endu- 


red, where ſuch Perſons dwell themſelves, which can only 
be accounted for, that they love themſelves, their worſer 
Part, which is the Principle of their carnal Deſires, and 
the Mammon of this World, that adminiſters thereto, 
better than they do their Heavenly Father, and are more 
concerned to indulge, and gratifie, whether their extra- 
vagant Fancies, or their Covetouſneſs, than to ſerve him, 
be ſure after the moſt acceptable Manner i» the Beauty of 
Holineſs, viz. in decent Oratories in, and with the unani- 
mous Devotion of their Chriſtian Brethren. This is a 
ſtrange irreligious Temper which one would think could 
not be found where the Goſpel-Revelation is embra- 
ced, and owned, nay not even among thoſe who believe a 
God, and themſelves his Creatures. 

One might expoſtulate with theſe People, as the Prophet 
did with his Country-men the Fews ; Is it time, O Te, to 
dwell in your cieled houſes, and the Houſe of God, his ſpecial 
Habitation in the midſt of you lie waſte, or neglected, 
Haggai, i. 14. 

What we Dedicate to any Perſon ſhould always be pro- 
portionate to the Character he bears, or our Debtaf Gra- 
titude and the Oligations we are under to him. Ir would 
be an indecorous thing to offer that which is a Liberal 
Gift, or Largeſs in reſpect of a Peaſant, or to him, to 
a King; And it thould be of a higher Eſtimate, a greater 
Share of our Eſtates, or Poſſeſſions, that we preſent to God, 
( whole {till they are) than even to a King for any Fa- 
vours we can receive from him. It would exceedingly 
condemn us if we offer leſs, and we muſt thereby incurr 
the Reprehenſion of the Prophet upon theſe Fews mentioned 
before, Offer it now unto thy Governour, will he be pleaſed with 
thee, or aceept thy perſon 2 ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. i. 8. 
| Where 
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Where the Senſe of God's conſtant Bounties or Benefits, 
which we live upon, the neceſſary Meaſures or Supports 
he affords us, the Overplus he gives us, where this main- 
tains its juſt Vigour in the Hearts of Men, it will ever in- 
duce them, it will ever alſo have its Effect to theſe Returns 
upon him, that they ſtill be preſenting him ſome way or 
other with what he may at any Time command from us, 
with what unalienably is his own. This ſtands upon the 
cleareſt Rule of Juſtice and Gratitude, a principal Branch 
theteof, prompts forcibly to it, that we ſhould thus Reve- 
rence our greateſt Benefactor, who gave us our ſelves with 
whatever valuable we have in us, whatever outward 
Stores, that poſſibly might be reckoned to our wile Con- 
trivance, our Induſtry, or Skill; as he has aſſured us of 
an endleſs State of Felicity, or Bliſs in the other World, 
thro? our Saviour Chriſt, we duly complying with the a- 
lone Terms that can qualiſie us for it; that we render him 
back again, as it were, alter that immediate manner ſome 
of his Temporal Largeſſes aftorded us, if not erect Houſes 
to his Honour, where we may have been prevented by the 
Piety of our Anceſtors, yet furniſh thele religious Memo- 
rials of him, where our Thanksgivings are moſt properly 
offered up, and we may alſo molt eflectually ſupplicate for 
tarther Bleſſings, furniſh theſe with all due Requiſites for 
his Worſhip, and Service, which Inſtinct of Gratitude, 
which Dictate of Juſtice we have exemplified in Moſes, 
when he Sang his Deliverance from the Ægytian Armies, 
The Lord is my God, and I will prepare him an Habitatiom 
my Father's God, and I will exalt him, Exod. xv. 2,—— 
And this ſame Juſtice, a tranſcendent Affection rightly de- 
termined, a Love, and Honour of our Heavenly Father a- 
bove our ſelves, and all things beſides, will not permit us 
to be content with an ordinary Proviſion, what 1s barely 
irreproveable in theſe Holy Oratories, where God ſo youchs 


ſafes. 
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 fafes to converſe with us; but will carry us to adorn them 
after the beſt manner, and render them as glorious, as our 


Eſtates, or Receipts from him will any ways allow, while 
we ſhall then in this pious Diſpoſition, and under the Pri. 


mary Impulſes of Juſtice towards God, truly think, that 


our firſt Expences are due here, and be ſure ſhall never 
grudge them in this Reſpect, as thus we preſent them 
more immediately to the Creator and Donor of tm 
tho' moſt apply them to our benefit too: 

Which brings me to the Second Thing, viz. To Conſider 
our own Advantages in this Matter, the Benefits redound- 
ing to our ſelves from this indiſpenſible Juſtice, or Grgti- 
tude, our preſenting God more immediately with our Sub- 
ſtance, and expending 4t to his Honour, whoſe Gift it was, 
vic. our erecting ſuch Houſes for his Worſhip, or ſo adorn- 
ing them after the beſt manner, ſtill preſerving a Religious 
Decency, and not treſpaſſing on that, as may exprels our 
due Regard to His Sovereign Majeſty, and both declare 
the Bent of our Deſires, and our ſtrongeſt Devotion to 
him, and excite this hkewile. 

We receive from our Senſes the Idea's, and Notices of 
moſt things, and moſt of our Paſſions derive thence, as 
we are affected with ſome Objects or Occurrences that firſt 
touch them, and cauſe ſuch Motions in our Animal Spi- 
rits, and ſo paſs to our Minds thro' them, our Bodies be- 
ing of the ſame kind with the outward World, and next 
to its Actings, or Impreſſions upon us, and the Mediums 
thereof, Which Notices, and Paſlions thus advanced in 
this Mediation, when they approach our Faculty of Rea- 
ſon may be governed, and managed to the Purpoles of Re- 
ligion, and to promote the proper Affections that belong 
thereto, Thus we find that the Sight of an afflicted 
Perſon in any fort, raiſes our Compaſlion, and ſtrongly 
prompts us to afford the Relief that we are capable 8 
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And when we meet with an impious Refleion on our 
Bleſſed Saviour, or his Heavenly Goſpel thro the Organs 
of Hearing, we preſently feel an Abhorrence in us, ſo when 
we behold a juſt Proportion, a proper Symmetry, and Re- 
lation of Parts to one another, whether in Reality, or Pi- 
cture only; or when we are entertained with Harmonious 
Sounds fitted to Divine Hymns, or Anthems, a ſweet 
Complacency, conveying it felt thro our Eyes, or Ears, 
ſeizes our Minds, and carries theſe in ſuitable Raptures ac- 
cording to their Degree along with them, and like. 
wiſe after the ſame manner, when we are in Sacred Ora- 
tories, Auguſt Palaces to the Heavenly King, being beau- 
tified with proper Utenſils, and Ornaments, the Melodious 
Organ among the reſt, that ſo firſt moves our Souls, or 
Spirits, and then aſſiſts that Movement begun to ſuch De- 
votional Heights ; when we are in theſe Houſes of God 


others, with the ſpecial Marks of their Appropriation to 
him upon them, a religious Dread, and more fervent Af 
fections muſt needs poſſeſs us, if we have but any Diſpo- 
ſitions of Piety belonging to us; which Holy Impretiions we 
may retain upon us, and ſtill improve to more vigorous 

| FHames, and more intenſe Acts of our indiſpeniable Worſhip 
7 of our Maker, if we pleaſe, God raiſing the ſame Affecti- 


1 ons within. Our Senſes commonly are the Inlets of our 
t Paſſions (as remarked before), and when they are excited 
1 from the decent Solemnity of God's Houſe, and the Things 
* | relating to his Service, they may be rendred very uſeful 
"4 | tous in our Holy Performances, our Prayers, or our Praiſes, 
Os | and our Minds may take hold of a main Advantage to 
M | {irengthen their Intenſeneſs, or Fervours therein. 

od | Indeed Devotion, or Prayer, 1s a Spiritual Exerciſe, 
ly | and conſiſts in the pure Acts of our Souls, where the Fa- 


of, | Culties of Underſtanding and Will, are ſubjected, and from 


Whence 


with theſe juſt Advantages, Houſes diſtinguiſhed from all 
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whence our Behaviour becomes voluntary, and in our 
own Power, either to comply with the Grace of God, or 
repel, and reſiſt it. That which renders our Worſhiy of 
any Eſteem, or Account with God, is the Part that our 
Spirits bear in it, and 'twill be utterly rejected, being only 
mere Clock-work, where theſe are not concerned: But 
our Spirits may be invigorated by means of our Senſes, 
which way ſoever the Influence be, whether thoſe receive 
the firſt Impreſſion from our Organized Matter, or com- 
municate their pure Sentiments to that, as they operate in 
Conſortſhip with one another, and as they do ſo, the Mo- 
tion may commence on either Side; tho* with reſpect to 
our prelent State, as our Souls are united to theſe gross 
Bodies, we converſe with this outward World, thro' them, 
and the ſtrongeſt Movements we find in us, and at leaſt 
the Hints of moſt of our Knowledge are let into us by our 
Senſes. We can ſeldom be ſo abſtracted to arrive at the 
inward Workings of our Minds, their Thoughts, and Al- 
pirings within themſelves, where ſenſible Objects did not 
ſtrike firit, and afforded the Occaſion, or, as one may 
fay, ſtarted the Game. 

Tho it mult be confeſſed, that there are ſome pure Acts 
of our Minds, Demonſtrations, and Arguments, with re- 
lation to Truth, and immaterial Things, which we may 
evidently diſcover in us, that could not come from our 
Senſes, or in their Mediation ; bur theſe are but few, and 
in this Animal State we rarely have, or can have the Hap- 
pineſs of ſuch. Hence therefore while we are in this 
Scene of Mortality, ( when we are delivered from it, the 
Manner of their Operations will be otherwiſe ) we muit 
borrow Help from our Senſes, and our Paſſions likewiſe 
firſt excited thence, even in Matters of Religion, and ob- 
ſerve all the Methods to heighten, and advance them, 
where they have this true Tendency; as we may uot 
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them to enter the Divine Service, and both inflame our 
Spirits, by their means, and fix them into a ſteady Wor- 
ſhip, and Devotion, if we'll but rightly uſe the Opportu- 
nity they give us in the conſtant Concourſe of Grace with 
the ſame. 

Let us now come to the Third Particular, viz. confirm 
all this from Scripture, regarding us likewiſe, as the Co- 
herence of the Text imports, God's own expreſs Command, 
and Direction, which be ſure are ever Effects both of his 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs towards us, or founded in our Ad- 
vantage, and what is moſt beneficial for us. He command- 
ed the Iſraelites to build him a Sanctuary, for a gracious 
Purpoſe without queſtion, that he migbt dwell among them, 
Exod. xxv. 8. and he ſhewed Moſes its Pattern in the 
Mount, very probably torming the plyant Air into an ex- 
act Reſemblance of it, in all its Proportions, with the Di- 
ſtinction of its Materials, and the divers Inſtruments 
that were to be uſed in that Legal Service, which he was 
charged ſeveral Times to obſerve to the leaſt Particular, 
——Xxv. 9. And this he ſo attended, and fixed on his 
Fancy, that he could judge of the whole, and the Juſtneſs 
of all its Parts, when finiſhed and ſet up, Exod. xxxix. 43. 
as God alſo repreſented their ſeveral Parts of that curious 
Work to the Fancies of others imployed therein, into whoſe 
hearts he is ſaid to have. put wiſdom, that they might make 
all he had commanded Moſes, Exod. xxxi. 3, 6. This was 
God's own Model, and Deſignment, and a glorious one 
too in every reſpect, of its Figure, its Symmetry, its Art- 
ful Compoſure, and conſiſting of the moſt valuable things 
in Nature, the moſt precious Stones, the choiceſt Timber, 
the pureſt Metals, the moſt curiouſly wrought Silken Cur- 
tains, of the nobleſt Colours, Blue, Purple, and Scarlet, 
ſuch a Tabernacle God required, as becauſe of its pompous 
Appearance, and Richnels, might both afford the People 


an 


A Sermon Preach d 


n 


an Opportunity to expreſs their deſerved 'Thankfulneſs to 
him in their Liberal Returns of his ſo plenteous Temporal 
Bounties, as it were, upon himſelf again, and alſo com- 
mand their bcunden Reverence on the ſolemn Occaſions 
of their Recourle to it; the which exceeding Richnels of 
this Tabernacle, every thing appertaining to the Miniſtry 
thereof was to anſwer, the holy Garments, the Veſtments of 
the Prieſts were to be made for Beauty, and for Glory, Exod, 
XXV1it. 2, 40. as is there deſcribed. Such a Tabernacle 
God required of the Fews, while they were in their tra- 
velling State. But when he brought them into their pro- 
miſed Land, and gave them Peace, and not only the great- 


_ eſt Increaſe at Home, but the Wealth of the Nations round 


about them, he then commanded a fixt Habitation, 
1 Chron. xxit. 2, 5, 9. yet more ſtately and magnificent, a 
ſolid Edifice, all of hewed Srone of the choiceſt forts, Mar- 
ble, Porphyrie, in a vaſt abundance for the numerous Pil- 
lars of the ſeveral Courts, that of the Gentiles, that of the 
Fews, and for the Pavement of the whole ſpacious Plan, 
the Apartment, as one may ſay, of the Lay. 1ſraelites, and 
of the Prieſts, called properly the Temple, and God's Re- 
ſerve, the Holy of Holies, the Floor of which laſt we are 
intormed to have been all laid with Porphyrie; and as to its 
Timber, where that was required, of the moſt magnified Ce- 
dars of Lebanon, with other Trees alſo of the rareſt, and beſt 
Kinds. A Laſting Edifice of durable Materials ( but their 
Sins deſtroyed it ), not inferiour neither in the Artifice of 
its Parts, but with reſpect to both its Dimenſions, and 
Height ſar more auguſt, infinitely tranſcending the firſt Ta- 
bernacle, adorned more abundantly with Nature's chict 
Trealure, its whole Inſide, as likewiſe of the moſt holy O- 
racle, being over-laid with pure Gold, and a, prodigious 
Sum of its Miniſtring Veſſels in their entire Subſtance of 
the ſame alſo. It is farther to be remarked the infinice 
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Quantity of precious Stones (to add their Luſtre likewiſe, 
and as it were repreſent the ſparkling Stars in that Image of 
the Univerſe ) which were every where diſpoſed in proper 
Places by the Sides of the Structure, and in the Robes of 
the Prieſts of the firſt Orders. One would think the Earth 
to have been plundred of all its brighteſt, moſt refined 
Stores it had beforehand, all of theſe transferred hither, 
and that if ſuch afterwards were afforded Mankind, they 
muſt be produced, and formed a- freſh in its hidden Labo- 
ratories. The whole again of God's Appointment, he ha- 
ving given the Pattern thereof to Dad id in writing, which 
he left with a mighty Furniture of theſe moſt valuable 
Things he had gathered, to his Son Solomon, who was to 
accompliſh that great Work, 1 Chron. xxviii. I1, I2, 13, 
19, the Temple it ſelf, with all things bearing Relation to 
it, whatſoever was required for that Sacrifical Worſhip, 
and Service, was exceedingly reſplendent, and expreſſed a 


Grandeur above what could be ſeen any where elle, that fo 


People might be re-minded whoſe Dwelling-place it was, 
to whom it belonged, and might thence be enforced to re- 
flect on his Greatneſs, that he is the Lord of the whole 
Earth, when they here appeared before him, in the ſtated 
Times of their Prayers, and Thanksgivings, and ſo more 
devotionally offer theſe up with an Holy Fear upon their 
Min ds. 

As Muſick alſo was appointed at their Solemn Aſſem— 
blies in the Tabernacle, Firſt, Two Trumpets of Silver 
only, to be then Sounded in the Day of their Gladneſs, any 
of the frequent Occaſions afforded them of acknowledging 
a ſpecial Mercy, and over their Burnt-offerings, and over 
their Peace-offerings, particularly on the Day of the great 
Atonement, Numb. x. 10. Levit. xxv. 9. but afterwards 
the Number of Trumpets were avgmented to an Hundred 
and Twenty, with Three Inſtruments more, viz, Cym- 
D 2 bals, 
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{ 
bals, Pſalteries, Harps added thereto, we read no leſs: than 
Four Thouſand were ordained to aſſiſt with theſe in the 
New Diviſion, and ſetling of the Courſes of the Levites by 
David, 2 Chron, v. 12. 1 Chron. xxiii. 5. and this again 
by God's eſpecial Appointment to him, 2 Chroy. xxix. 25. 
zo. 12. That by this Means, from the greater Force, 
the ſtronger Movement of different Sounds in a juſt Har- 
mony, and Conſort together, the Affections of the People 
might be more ſtirred up, and their Minds elevated in 
their Solemn Service, | 

And as Solomon brought all theſe into his Temple with the 
other Orders of David his Father, thus authentically conſti- 
tuted by God, ſo we find this Effect of this Holy Melody 
at his Dedicating thereof. It raiſed their Spirits to ſuch a 
more fervent Devotional Frame, ſo overcame their Earthly 
Temper, ſo maſtered their ſordid Love, and their Thoughts 
of this World, ſo tranſported, and carried them to God- 
wards, that he was pleaſed, ( whoever ſeeks an Opportu- 
nity to communicate himſelf, and never fails to do fo 
when a due Diſpoſition on our ſide can receive him) he was 
then pleaſed to exhibit his eſpecial Preſence among them, 
no doubt but eminently in their Souls, as well as atter a vi- 
fible manner, for ſo we are told. It came even to paſs as the 
Frumpeters and Singers were as one, to make one Sound to be 
heard in praiſing and thanking the Lord; and when they lifted 
ap their voice with the Trumpets and Cymbals, and Inſtru- 
ments of Muſick, and praiſed the Lord, ſaying, For he u good, 
for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the Houſe was filled 
with a Cloud, even the Flouſe of the Cord, à Chron. v. 13: 
Which Benefit, as to its better Part, God's eſpecial more 
Liberal Influences in our Spirits we may partake of by our 
due Behaviour in this Sanctuary of ours. 

And ſeeing this Tabernacle, and this Temple, with 
the Sacred Furniture belonging to. each, was nov like 
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the great, and wide Temple of the Univerſe immedi. 
ately formed by God himſelf, but the Workmanſhip 
of Men, of ſuch Materials as he firſt made, and aſſigned 
over to their Ules, with a Reſerve of his Sovereign Title, 
and. Right in them, to be ſtill acknowledged to him, and 
claimed by him when he pleales. Therefore for a Tryal of 
their Affections towards him, with reſpect to the Poſſeſſi- 
ons he had given them, whether they Loved him, and 
deſired Communion with him in his Publick Worſhip a- 
bove all things elſe, he commanded a Free-will Oftering to 
be brought him, Exod. xxv. 2. on theſe Accounts, that. 
they might preſent it, if their Hearts maintained their 
right Tendency, and were principally ſet to him, or if their 
 unthanktul degenerate Spirits were determined otherwiſe 
on the Stores of this World, his Temporal Bountics, not 
himſelf, they might refuſe ſuch a juſt Homage, and Fealty 
of theirs, they might keep, and detain it with the Curſe 
that followed it. And we find, as to the Tabernacle, God's 
firſt Place of ipecial Reſidence, among the Fews, that for 
the generality they gave very liberally, no doubt but here 
were ſome, whole either Impiety, as being quite void of 
any Senſe of Religion, or whoſe Covetouſneſs deprived 
them of ſuch an Honour, and Benefit: for ſo we read, 
and they came every one whoſe heart ſtirred him up, whoſe 
Spirit made him willing, (implying that all were not thus 
affected, ) and brought the Lord's Offering, to the work of the 
Tabernacle, and for all his Service, and for the holy garments, 
and dedicated fo abundantly of the beſt Stores they had, 
whether Silver, or Gold, or whatever elle they were pol- 
ſefled of, even their own Induſtry, and Art too, that. 
Moſes at laſt was forced to reſtrain them from offering any 
| more, Exod. xxxv. 21, 22. ——XXXVL. 3, 6. And as to 
\ | the Temple, we find that David, in his Poverty, or his 
Troubles, as he ſpeaks, having ſet his affections on the * 
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of his God, of his own proper Goods, what he had reſer- 


ved of the Tribute of the Government from his Royal 
State, gave three thouſand talents of Gold, of the Gold of O- 
phir, and ſeven thouſand talents of refined Silver, 1 Chron, 
XXiX. 2, 4. beſides what he had prepared, as he tells us in 
another Place, the Treaſures he had amaſſed, (as we may 
well ſuppoſe ) by his Victories, and Conqueſts, his Spoils of 
War laid up for this Purpoſe, the Tribute, and Preſents 


that he conſtantly received from his Neighbour-Princes, 


which amounted to a Sum that did not ſo agree with his 
Stile of his Poverty, but he would ſtill have given more 
to God, wiz. an hundred thouſand talents of Gold, and a 
thouſand thouſand talents of Silver, without the Eſtimate ot 
Braſs, and Iron, that could not be eſtimated, and precious 
Stones of all ſorts, x Chron. xxii. 14. XxXVIi. 27. XXix. 2. 
And the chief ot the Fathers, and the Princes of the Tribes 
of Iſrael made vaſt Oblations, as the Common People 
likewiſe, the reſt of the Congregation very liberally dedi- 
cated of their ſcantier Proviſion, the leſs they had to ſpare 
from the neceſſary Ules, and Supplies of Lite. They fe- 
red willingly to the Lord with a perfect heart, and greatly re- 
joyced, accounting it his Gift that they could do fo, Ver. 6, 7, 
8, 9. And we are told allo, that the poor Captives, and 
Exiles reſtored under Zerubbabel, according to their Abi- 
lity, offered freely towards the re-building of the Temple, 
and to ſet it up in its place again, Ezra ii. 68, 69. 

And for the Support of both theſe his ſo beautiful, and 
glorious Manſions, God appointed by Moſes a Contribution, 
every Man a like, half a Shekel, the Ranſom of his Soul at 
the Numbring ot the People, peculiarly appropriate to the 
Service of the Tabernacle, Exod. xxx. 12, 13, c. For the 
Reception whereot King Solomon built a certain Repoſitory 
on the Side of his Temple, called the Treaſury of the Houſe 
of the Lord, 1 CHton. xxvi. 20. Xxviii. 12. Mark. 1 
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The Ancient Rabbies commonly affirm this to have been 
a continual Yearly Oblation from its firſt Inſtitution ; and 
indeed, however it might have been diſcontinued, we find 
it collected with a particular Reference to Moſes, being 
ſtiled his Collection laid upon 7/rael, both by King Joaſb, 
and Nehemiah, 2 Chron. xxiv. 6, 9. Nehem. x. 32. And 
'twas a conſtant Annual Payment in the Times of the Se- 
cond Temple, and when our Saviour came, Mat. xvii. 24. 
into which Treaſure the People alſo, whoſe Hearts, and 
whoſe Subſtance enabled them for it, caſt their Voluntary 
Offerings, Kings, and Rich Men, of their abundance in our 
Saviour's Expreſſion, Soldiers of their Acqueſts in War, 
1 Chron, XxV1. 26, 27. All this was an Holy Revenue for 
the Temple to maintain it againſt the devouring Attacks 
of Time, to which it was left liable with other Structures, 
its Relation to God not ſecuring it from ſuch, not engaging 
Miracles for its Perpetuity, and to repair its Breaches, when 
thoſe ſhould thus happen, and (till to preſerve it in its juſt, 
and as near as might be, its firſt Beauty. 

Hence we ſee God's own Appointment, and Deſignation of 
an Houle to be dedicate to him, where he would dwell and 
vouchlate an eſpecial Communion with thoſe, who ſhould 
devoutly attend him there, and that this was to be built in 4 | 
ſucha Magnificence befitting his Majeſty, at the Charges of 
People, it we may ſo ſpeak, and by their free Contributi- 
ons, as was but requiſite, he having given them all at firſt, 
and on the Account of this bounden Act of theirs, enga- 
ging ſuch further Favours to them of all forts; And that 
the /ſraelites being ſenſible of both theſe ( which we muſt 
luppole to have had each their Influence to the Effect) oſ- 
lered ſo liberally as they did. All this we fee fo ſet forth on 
God's Part, and theirs. | 

And notwithſtanding that the Temple was a Type of 


our Saviour's Body, which he ſtiled a Temple, and a far 
more 
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more curious Artifice, and infinitely more glorious at leaſt 
after his Reſurrection, in which the Gock head dwelt ſo 
eminently ; and that Prayers, and Sacrifices being only or- 
dained in this Temple, and confined thereto, ſo as that 
they might be accepted, and obtain the Bleſſings engaged 
to them, did denote that we could only have Accels to 
God, and our Supplications be eſſectual thro' our Lord's 
Interceſſion, and that to this bleſſed Event too, we muſt 
be ſure to Sacrifice all our ſenſual, and corrupt Deſires, 
which was ſo figured in the Legal Service, and which our 
Saviour for our Example, performed ſo perfectly in himſelf; 
yet nevertheleſs as one might have preſented a pure Spi- 
ritual Worſhip alone in the Temple of Prayer, or Thanks- 
giving, without the Typical Atonement of a Beaſt ſlain, 
of which we have the Inſtances in David, 2 Sam. vii. 18, 
Sc. in Hezekiah, 2 Kings xix. 14. and other Worthies of 
that Diſpenſation, and that tis called by our Saviour, he 
Houſe of Prayer from the Prophet Jſaiab, Mat. xxi. 13. 
Iſa. lvi. 7. and as the Text in its plain coherence refers to 
Chriſtians, and foretells ſuch Sanctuaries to be built a- 
mong them, we mult take what was commanded, and 
done here, tor an Admonition, and Pattern to us, that we 
ought to erect peculiar Houſes to God, and his Worſhip, 
and heartily and largely, (which latter will ever follow the 
former) according to our Abilities, or of his own Stores he 
has entruſted with us contribute thereto. 

From whence we may think the Tabernacle, and Temple 
having been not improbably the firſt Houſes built to God, 
and for the ſolemn Acts, and Performance of Religion, 
which is ſuch a natural Dictate of Reaſon, Men uorſhip— 
ing him before after divers manners under ſome certain 
Attribute of his, as apprehended alone, and diſtinctly 
from the reſt, his Power, his Goodneſs; or on the Ac- 
count of ſome of his beneticent Works, the Sun eſpecially, 


in 


at All Saints Barking. 


— 


in which, the vulgar, no doubt, often terminated their 


Devotion, tho we cannot believe ſo of their Philoſophers, 
and more knowing ſort, I ſay Men thus worſhipping be- 
fore that time on high hills, and among green trees as the 
Prophets ſpeak; Jer. ii. 20. ---XXXV+ 13. IIa. lvii. 5, 7. 
in Groves, or Woods, we may well think that from the 
Tabernacle, and Temple thus ſpecially erected at God's 


Command, and in all Likely hood the firſt of their kind, 


both the Fews built ſo many Synagogues for the pure Ser- 
vice of Prayers, and praiſes without Sacrifice, ſome 
whereof Noble Structures too, which, they reckoning a 
meritorious Inſtance, and a great BenefaCtion done by any, 
was not diſapproved, or denied to be ſuch by our Lord 
himſelf, Luke vii. 5. and that from hence the Chriſtians 
alſo built, and ſet apart certain Fabricks to God, and our 
Saviour, for their ſolemn Worſhip; as we read even in the 
Times of the Apoſtles, and with their Authority, which 
infallibly explains the Text in Fact, according to the Senſe 
laid down of Churches, 1 Cor. xi. 18, 20, 22. --- xiv. 
34. that mult be there underſtood Houſes, where they met 
together on this Account, anſwerable to our frequent Ac- 
ception now of the Word Church, not Lare Aſſemblies, and 
which was the Acception of the moſt approved, and cele- 


brated Fathers in their Commentaries on theſe Places. And 


tho? at the Beginning when their Doctrine was ſo oppoſed, 
and themſelves perſecuted, and beſides being moſtly of the 
poorer, illiterate fort, who in their happier Circum- 
{tance were both del.vered from the opiniated Pride of 
Learning, and the Inveiglements of the World, which fo 
hindred the Converiion of others, their accepting a 
plain Self-denying Doctrine, as the Apoſtle teſtifies, 
1 Cor. i. 26. not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many 


mighty, not many noble, 2 this Faith. Have any - 


of the Rulers, or the Phariſees believed on him 2 viz. on 
Chriſt, ſay theſe great ones themſelves, John vii. 8. tho 
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at the Beginning we cannot otherwiſe ſuppoſe, but that 
then thoſe Houſes were mean, and ordinary, not perhaps 
berter for the Habitation of God, than for their private 
Dwellings, as Oratories then, neither their Eſtates, nor 
the Reſtraints they were under allowing more, often were 
in their own Houſes, Col. iv. 15. Philem. 1. 2. yet in the 
Intervals they enjoyed of Liberty of their Conſciences, 
that be ſure then could be no Sham-pretence, where the 
groſteſt Idolatry was the State - Worſhip, diſtinguiſhed from 
their own in its whole Subſtance, not only as to ſome in- 
nocent different Modes, in which Liberty alone they al- 
ways acquieſced with Thankfulneſs to God, never com- 
plaining that they were reſtrained from Places in the Go- 
vernment, who had no other Aims, but Religion in their 
Minds, and its Rewards in Heaven, no Earthly Intereſt 
that is fo inconſiſtent with Religion, that where it is the 
Principle at the Bottom, ever defeats Men of thoſe Re- 
wards; when their holy Profeſſion was allowed them, 
whether by publict Edict, or the favourable Connivance 
of ſome humane, tho Heathen Emperor, not fo tranſported 
with his own Greatneſs, more influenced by the Compal- 
ſion of Nature, and his common Mortality, tho' not ſo 
rightly conſidering their Cauſe, they then every 
where erected, eſpecially in Cities, as their Wealth 
could adminiſter to that its chiefeſt Uſe, and End, ample 


Structures to the Honour of God, and for the Purpole ot 


his Solemn Service, according to what Euſebius tells us; 


The Holy Fathers, and Biſhops by their large Encomiums on 


ſuch Works of Picty, in the Account whereot they always 
reckoned theſe, and by their preſſing Exhortations, which 
were of ſuch Prevalency in thoſe Days, and by their own 
Examples, according as they were able, inciting ever 
thereto. And when the Great Conſtantine, turning Chri- 


ſtian himſelf, obtained the Empire, and ſo encouraged, and 
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patronized his Fellou-Believers, He, and they almoſt uni- 


verſally in its wide Extent, reared up the moſt magnificent 
Edifices, far tranſcending whether his or their own Houſes, 
as is fit thoſe ſhould be, which are dedicate to God, who 
upon the greateſt Equity requires, u hen the Inſtance im- 
mediately reſpects himſelf, the beſt of all kinds, that he 
affords us, which we may inferr ought in Reafon to be 
ſuch, if he accept it; or if we would not bring an Impre- 
cation upon our ſelves thro, and by means even of that 
we preſent him, and ſurrender into his Hands again. For 
ſo he ſpeaks by his Prophet, Curſed be the deceiver, which 
hath in his flock à male, and voweth and ſacrificeth unto the 
Lord a corrupt thing: for I am a great Kirg, ſaith the Lord 
of hoſts, and my name is dreadful among the heathen, Mal. 
i. 14, Upon this Ground it is what our Learned and 
Pious Mede adviſes, that God's Houſes among us, ſhould 
exceed all others both in their Statelineſs, and proper Or- 
naments, even Palaces ſo ſtiled, whether in City or Coun- 
try, that being indeed not worthy of God, which is not 
the beſt in that Particular, whereot it is P. 406. And we 
may conclude ſuch his Houſes were, in the Times of this 
Glorious Emperor, and after, anfwerable to Palaces, even 
thoſe of Kings, and commanding Reverence when entred 
into, by the appropriate Words by which they then called 

them. Ba GE ,õ? | SETTER 
Thus we ſee: what Sumptuous Houſes! both Fews, and 
Chriſtians built to God, and with what ſignal Alacrity of 
Spirit, and how bountifully they dedicated of their Sub- 
ſtance thereto, and indeed what we give even on this Ac- 
count. more. immediately to him for his Dwelling among 
us in his more Liberal Diſpenſations, and Graces, and ſo 
be ſure for our greateſt Benefit too, if we duly addreſs: him 
in ſuch his ſpecial Habitations with an unanimous Worſhip, 
which ever is of more avail, what we give even on this 
8 E 2 Account 
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Account, unleſs it proceed from a chearful Mind, with our 
ſtrongeſt Affections towards God, and our Heart in it, be an 
Oblation of this alſo, which is what he eſpecially delights in, 
and all that we have of our own to give him, it will be deſpiſed 
by him, he will reject both it, and us. 

What therefore ſhall we ſay of thoſe People who contribute re- 
luctingly their leſs Proportions, thro' the Conſtraint of Law only, 
not to the building, but repairing or beautifying of God's Houſes, 
where they were built before, but that nevertheleſs having the 
Advantage of the Goſpel-Revelation, and the Stile of Chriſtians, 
they are far worſe in the Habit of their Spirits, than thoſe ancient 
Jews were, have leſs Love of God, leſs Senſe of his Honour, or 
Gratitude to him; have Hearts more engaged in theſe worldly 
things, are more united to them, embrace them more cloſely, 
chuſe them before him to centre upon, or for their Stay, and 
Support, and by this means, which is the lamentable Conſe- 
quence of all, while they contribute on ſuch a Compulſion, both 
loſe their Mammon, and the Recompence of it: Whereas per- 
forming this freely, they might render it an acceptable Sacrifice 
to God, and thereby draw down his manifold Bleſſings into their 
Souls; but now preferring their Money to ſuch an immediate 
Inſtance, and lnſtin& of Religion towards him, they plainly evi- 
dence, that they have no due Quality, or Temper 1n their Spi- 
rits to receive his Graces, nay that they are liable to other Mea- 
ſures from him, as being ſo quite averſe to him, which is well 
declared by their Unconcern for thoſe things that are conſecrate. 
to his Honour, and bear his Name upon them. I hope ſuch a Diſ- 
regard to God's Sanctuary, ſuch a Baſeneſs, and Diſaffection to 
him, ſuch an Idolizing of Money, ſuch a Value of this before 

God's Favour, and above any Spiritual Bleſſings from him, which 
his Favour, and Bleſſings are to be obtained by thoſe Acts princi- 
pally among the others, that the Goſpel injoyns, of deſpiſing the 
World, and diſeſteeming all things in Compariſon of him; Such. 
a wicked, ſuch a worſe than Jewiſh Heart I hope will not be found 
in any of us, who belong to our now ſo improved Place of Wor- 
ſhip, not only beyond what moſt: Men could have thought was 
poſſible in its-Fabrick, but every way beſides. 

Now then a Beautiful Houſe of our Prayers, and Praiſes, with 
the proper Utenſils to that Purpoſe, even the grave Muſick of the 
Organ alſo to give our Spirits, a farther Elevation in W | 

| rvice, 
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Service, as we cannot but experience ſuch its Effect, all this being 
ſo expedient, ſuch a principal Part of Juſtice towards God, ex- 


preſly required, and ordained by him; and beſides the Obedience 


— 


we owe him, ſo profitable for our ſelyes. 

Let us hear what Objections may be made thereto. Which, 
where the Thing is ſo juſt, and reaſonable, muſt have their Foun- 
dation either in Ignorance, or in a certain Peculiarity of Temper 
(with which ſome are gifted) that loves to contradict. | 

And Firſt it may be, and is ſaid that they are moſtly Old-Te- 
ſtament Authorities here produced on this Account, that do not 
concern the Goſpel-State, which requires a Spiritual Worſhip. 
But as to the Authorities it may be anſwered, That Ii, was al- 
ways counted an Evangelical Prophet, an Apoſtle,under the Le- 
gal Diſpenſation, the Subject of his Book being principally Chriſt, 
the plaineſt Deſcriptions of him before- hand, whereby he might 
be known, when he did come, and of the Light, aud Bleſſings to 
the World thro” him, particularly the Chapter of my Text, moſt 
evidently refers, (as has been ſhewn already) to the Preaching of 
the Goſpel to the Gentiles, and their Acceſſion to the Chriſtian- 
Church. So that the Text is a Precept in Prophecy, even to thoſe, 
whoſe Natures are moſt renewed, or ſhould be ſo, the Diſciples of 


our Spotleſs, Cruciſied Saviour, not of Aoſes, as St. John tells us, 


that theſe Devotional Helps, v.z. laſtruments of Muſick, ſhall be 
uſed by the Inhabitants of the Heavenly Fu lem in their New 
Songs there, (that none could lan but thoſe Redeemed Ones,) 
before the Throne of the Lamb, Revel. v. 8. — iv. 2, 3. 
And belides every Precept of the Old-Teſtament, that ſtands 
on a Reaſon, which changes not, ablolutely obliges without re- 
ſpect to Time now, or then, and maintains a per petual Force, no 
ways needing to be repeated for its farther Sanction in the Goſ- 
pel; 'tis an Eternal Truth with regard to the Natures, and Rela- 
tions of Things, and as long as theſe continue the ſame. And 
therefore, if Men now be like thoſe before, if the Communication 
ſtill remain in us between cur Senſes, and our Souls; if proper 
Objects can, as it were, be let into our Souls thro” Eyes, and Ears, 
and proportionably excite Aſſections there, as in Days of Old; 
If we can be fo advantaged, and have farther Fervours in our Acts 
of Worſhip, or Hymns of Thanksgiving from Solemnity of Place, 
Harmoneous Sounds, Inſtrumental. and Vocal Muſick together, 
which the former Ages ſo much experienced; if we be the oo 
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fort of Creatures, compounded of the ſame Parts, and Organs, 
and liable to the ſame Impreſſions upon them, and the ſame in- 


ward Movements by their means, then we mult allow that the 


Texts fore- mentioned concern ns likewiſe, and are both Inſtructi- 

ons and Laws to us. There is no way to evade this Inference, but 

to belye our Conſtitution, and deny the Senſations we feel in our 
irits upon ſuch Occaſions, and Excitements offered, 

And directly to ſatisfie that Part of the Objection, our Chriſti- 
an Worſhip has the Account of a Spiritual Service, not becauſe 
i: is performed without the Helps of our Senſes, and the Fervours 
or Paſſions that are raiſed thence, for that is impoſſible in this State 
at leaſt ; but becauſe it is oppoſite to the carnal Ordinances, and 
as it were material, and manual Service of Sacrificing Beaſts among 
the Jem, and conſiſts in Sacraments, or Repreſentatives of our Sa- 
viour's Sacrifice, and in acting this within us on our Senſual Aﬀe- 
tions, Sacrificing theſe, and in Prayers, or Supplications and 
Praiſes only. 3 

But then it may be further urged, that it we duly maintain our 
indigent Brethren, God's Living Temples, his own Buildings, in 
whom he moſt eſpecially dwells, which is ſo frequently charged 
upon us in the Goſpel of our Saviour, and may therefore ſeem our 
firſt Obligation, we need not ſo much concern our ſelves for the 
other Fabricks that we erect, and dedicate to him. But beſides the 
loſt Affection towards God, and Indifferency to his Worſhip that 
muſt imply in People, when they can ſee without Diſturbance 
the Houſes of his Glory, or Reſidence among us in a rude Circum- 
ſtance, far ſhort of the Statelineſs, or Ornament of their own ; and 
beſides that, the erecting of ſuch Houſes for our united Addreſſes 
to God, or beſtowing upon them their proper Beauty is indeed 
an higher Charity, as it more directly conveighs its Benefits to 
the Souls of our Brethren, affording them the Opportunity ot 
maintaining, and ſtrengthning the Senſe of Religion, the juſt Ap- 
prehenſion of God in their Minds, which, / Hut publick Wor ſh:p 
would be mainly loſt, and of their partaking of the freer Graces 
that attend this. Beſides all this, we have a plain Inſtruction from 
our Bleſſed Saviour in Two Inſtances, that we may make an Ot- 
fering to God, and his Sanctuary, even in the fivſt Place, and be- 
fore we conſider the Indigencies of the Poor, (whom he tells us 
at the ſame Time, we ſhall ever have with us, as we may be con- 
vinced we always ſhall in this degenerate State, while thro? our 
f | great 
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great Wickedneſs unrepented of, we ſo hinder God's Love, and 
Bleſſings towards us) and theſe Inſtances are, Firſt, The Woman's 
pouring the Ointment on his Head, which in F:4a-'s Eſtimate might 


have been ſold for three hundred Pence, and given to the poor, 


however no queſtion *twas very valuable, John, xii. 3, &c. never- 
theleſs this he there juſtifies, and therein all our other Expences re- 
lating to God, The other Inſtance is, which he ſo much extolls, 
(and the Act could not be laudable, unleſs the End were) the poor 
Widow's caſting into the Treaſury, which was a Fund for the Re- 
pairs, and beautifying of the Temple. Theſe are evident Arguments 
in this Particular, even from our Saviour Chriſt himſelf. 

| ſhall only urge, by way of Application, in a few Words, what has 
been the Purport of the whole Diſcourſe, that ſeeing God command- 
ed that Houſes, or Sanctuaries ſhould be appropriately built to him, 
where he would eſpecially dwell, in the Phraſe of Moſes, Ex. xxv. 22. 
and Meet us, viz. more plenteouſly communicate himſelf in a gra- 
cious Return to our Meeting him, our publick and bounden Wor- 
ſhip of him there; and ſeeing he required a voluntary Tribute from 
the Fews, according to their Abilities, of the Subſtance they were 
ſeverally poſleſſed of, to this purpoſe, which, being an Eternal Du- 
ty of Gratitude to him, who gives all things, lies upon us likewiſe, 
that we ſhould alſo render him back a Liberal Portion of his own 
Goods in our Cuſtody, but which he would receive from us in our 
Free Act, to the ſame pious Ends, where theſe are not yet anſwered, 
and where we are more particularly concerned, viz. if not to the 
erecting of his Houſes among us in their juſt Magnificence, yet at 
leaſt to the adorning of thoſe due Fabricks, that our religious Ance- 
{tors have left us (which is our Caſe) after the beſt manner, ſo that 
they may be diſtinguiſhed by their proper kind of Grandeur, and 


Beauty, from all others for our private Accommodations, or 


where we dwell our ſelves; and ſecing that ſuch fo recovering 
the Thovghts of their Almighty Inmate, are apt to beget ſuch an 
Au fulneſs in our Minds at our Approaches into them, which we may 
turn to the Advantage of our Worſhip, and manage, and fix into a 
more raiſed and intenſe Devotion ; And ſeeing we have the Apoſtles 
themſelves, (Hiſtories telling us of many Churches then built by 
their Authority in the ſeveral Countries of their Apoſtleſhip or Mi- 
niſtry) and the Chriſtians next ſucceeding them, whom we may very 
well think moſt partaked of their Spirit; ſeeing we have theſe our 
Patterns to ſuch religious Works, that were ever improved in Au- 
guſtneſs, and Splendour, as God gave his Son in ſome meaſure _ 
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he promiſed him, Ia. x. 1 1. the wealth of the Gentiles, as Kings came ove 
to that Hol Wes as their Numbers increaſed with their Intereſt in the 
World, and their Share of the Poſſeſſions thereof, the moſt eſteemed an ar 
cient Fathers (Teſtimonies I believe might be produced from every one of” 
them) commending theſe Inſtances, and exhorting to the like; and ſeeing 
that by God's good Hand upon us of this Place and Pariſh, all this is a- 
bundantly done with reſpect to our Low Eſtate, our Church, inferiour ta 
few before, not only ſo beautified, but exceedingly advantaged, and ever 
ſtrengthned in its Structure too, which will be our laſting Honour wit} 
the Safeguard of Providence, for long Pfoſþerities. Let none of us mur 
mure againſt the Charges that are ſo peculiarly laid out towards God, bu. 
contribute cheertully what our ſeveral Proportions may be, and make that 
which our good Laws tor the Maintenance of Publick Worſhip, compell 
us to, a voluntary Oblation, and ſo available with God, who is never 
wanting in his Rewards of our Affections to him, not only that he ſhould 
increaſe his Bleſſinꝑs upon us of the Temporal Kind, and Sanct ifie theſe t 
us in our Uſes of them, bur alſo diffuſe his Heavenly Gifts, or his Bleſſed 
Selt after the freeſt Meaſures, and Manner in our Souls. As for me I freely 
dedicate to this Houſe of his Preence, of what he has given me, humbly de 
firing his gracious Acceptance of that which is ſo due from me, and I hope 
the ſame Diſpoſition ſo required of all Chriſtians, all reaſonable Creatures 
on this ſame Account, will be in every one of you alſo, He grant it may 
that ſo this adorning, and beautitying of his Houſe, with your conſtant 
Attendance on him therein, may be a Cauſe, and Means to you of a larger 
Participation of his Favour, and Graces; not of his Diſpleaſure towards 
any ot you, and ot the hardning of your Hearts againſt him, while by re- 
tuling this his jult Homage to be paid by us, you ſet your ſelves in a 
reſolved Defiance of him, you deny his Providence, and Sovereignty 
over you, and tolely ſet up, whether for the keeping, or procuring your 
Fortunes, on your own pure Contrivance and Fore-caſt, which mutt eve 
be diſappointed without him among the croſs Events of things, which 
where ſuch an obdurate, ſuch an Atheiſtical Temper is, will be ever blaſte 
by him, unleſs Riches be allowed you as your whole Portion in this World 
unleſs they be given you tor your Hurt, not a Bleſſing. Your willing Con 
tribution would be a great glory ing to me, and I would perſwade my ſelfo 
you, my Brethren, that you will not hinder or deprive ine thereof. 
I ſhall only now repeat the Words of David on the like Occaſion, wit! 
my own Affection in them, 1 Chron. xxix- 14, Cc. All things come of thee, OM 
Lorg, and of thine have we given thee. I know alſo my God, that thou trieſt 118 
heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs, as for me in the uprightneſs of my hear 
I have willingly offered, and I hope I may have the ſame ſoy, that he ſays h 
ethy people who are preſent here to offer willingly, and that we ma 
Fray Wich good Nehemiah, and have the fame Ground of our Requeſt 
to Heaven, J Remember me O my God concerning this, and wipe not out m 


good aredrabgt 1 have done for the Houſe of my God. Remember me O my Goc 
{or goed; aal bare me according to the greatneſs of thy mercy, ch, iii. 14,2243 
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